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11th International Congress on Interpersonal 
Acceptance and Rejection

University of Campania 
“Luigi Vanvitelli” Napoli, Italy, 2026 

Welcome in 17-19 JUNE 2026 to Italy for the 11th 
ICIAR! 
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17-19 JU
NE 2026

• Program Chair: Vincenzo Paolo Senese, PhD; 
E-mail: vincenzopaolo.senese@unicampania.it

• For symposia proposals, please contact Vincenzo Paolo 
Senses at the above email address. 

mailto:vincenzopaolo.senese@unicampania.it


11th International Congress on Interpersonal 
Acceptance and Rejection

University of Campania 

“Luigi Vanvitelli” Napoli, Italy, 2026 
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We hope to see you at ICIAR 2026! Submit your abstracts for posters, 
presentations, roundtables, and symposia on the ICIAR website. Also 

see the website for guidelines about abstracts and presentations. 

www.iciar2024.com 

Join the 20-year anniversary of the Society in ITALY 
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Join Us for the XI ICIAR International Congress in Naples 

A Celebration of 20 Years of ISIPAR & the Future of Interpersonal Acceptance-
Rejection Research

Vincenzo Paolo Senese (President-Elect of ISIPAR)  
Chair and Organiser of the ICIAR 2026

Dear colleagues and friends, 

 It is with great enthusiasm and honour that I invite you to participate in the XI International Congress on 

Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection (ICIAR), which will be held in Naples, Italy, from 17 to 19 June 2026. This 

event will be of particular importance and significance, as it will also serve as the occasion to celebrate the 20th anniversary 

of the International Society for Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection (ISIPAR), founded by our esteemed colleague 

and scientific guide, Professor Ronald Rohner.

 This congress will be a scientific gathering and a celebratory moment for our community. Over the past two 

decades, ISIPAR has brought together scholars, researchers, and practitioners from across the globe who share a common 

passion for advancing knowledge on interpersonal acceptance and rejection in different cultural, developmental, and clinical 

contexts. 06



The 2026 congress will be a unique opportunity to discuss our collective achievements, reflect on the progress 

made, and envision new directions for future research.

 As the President-Elect of ISIPAR, the Chair and Organizer of the ICIAR 2026, I warmly invite all members, as 

well as scholars, researchers, and practitioners engaged in ISIPAR-related topics to take an active role in this congress by 

participating, submitting proposals, and/or organizing thematic symposia or workshops. All these initiatives will provide 

opportunities to showcase consolidated and emerging research, foster scholarly dialogue, and promote collaborative and 

multicentric initiatives. Your contributions are essential: the vitality of our scientific community depends on our shared 

efforts to connect, exchange ideas, methods, measures and practices, and develop innovative research projects.

 Participation in the congress will be much more than attending a scientific meeting. It will be a moment of 

encounter and belonging, a chance to deepen academic relationships and friendship, build new collaborations, and strengthen 

the identity and future of our association. Especially now, as we commemorate twenty years of ISIPAR’s history, your 

presence and engagement are more meaningful than ever.

 The city of Naples, which will host the event, is an extraordinary setting for such a celebration. Known worldwide 

for its breathtaking natural landscape – with its iconic bay, the imposing Vesuvius volcano, and the nearby magical islands of 

Capri, Ischia, and Procida. 07



Naples offers unparalleled cultural and historical richness. From the UNESCO-listed historic city centre to the Royal 

Palace, the San Carlo Theatre, the National Archaeological Museum, the Certosa of San Martino, the Cappella Sansevero, and the 

other cultural heritage, the city is a living testament to centuries of art, history, and human creativity.

But beyond its scenery and monuments, Naples is also admired for its people – known for their warmth, generosity, and genuine 

spirit of interpersonal acceptance. This makes it the ideal place to reflect on and promote the core values of our association.

 For those who can extend their stay, we will also suggest and facilitate excursions to nearby sites of exceptional beauty 

and interest, including Pompei, the Sorrento Coast, the Amalfi Coast, etc. We believe these experiences could enrich not only your 

scientific journey but also your personal one.

A dedicated website for the conference with detailed information on the programme, registration, accommodations, and 

travel suggestions will be launched shortly. Moreover, the Call for Abstracts will be officially released in September 2025. 

We strongly encourage all colleagues save the date, start thinking the proposals to submit, and to disseminate the event 

among researchers, practitioners, and students who work on topics related to interpersonal acceptance and rejection.

I look forward to your active participation and hope that this congress will be a memorable moment of scientific growth, 

shared celebration, and human connection for our entire community.

With warm regards,
08



• On behalf of International Society for Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection (ISIPAR), the Organising and Scientific 
Committees of the XI International Congress on Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection (ICIAR 2026) are pleased to 
invite researchers, scholars, and professionals to submit their contributions for presentation at the upcoming Congress, 
which will be held in Napoli, Italy, from 17 to 19 June 2026.

•   The Congress celebrates the 20th anniversary of the ISIPAR and will offer a unique opportunity for dialogue among 
researchers and practitioners from around the world.

  ABSTRACT SUBMISSION

• Abstracts should be submitted via the online submission form available on the Congress website 
(www.iciar2026.com/abstracts-submission). Each abstract must be written in English and should not exceed 250 words. The 
abstract should briefly state the purpose of your research, principal results (providing specific effect sizes and their statistical 
significance, if possible) and major conclusions. Authors are required to provide 1 to 5 keywords for the abstract.

       Abstract Submission deadline: 18 February 2026

• All accepted abstracts will be published in a Special Issue of the international journal TOPIC 
(topic.oprc.it/index.php/topic/about), the official journal of the Psychologists’ Association of the Campania Region (Italy). 
The publication will be open access and each abstract will be assigned a DOI.

CALL FOR PAPERS
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection (ICIAR 2026)

Napoli, Italy 17-19 June 2026
www.ICIAR2026.com
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CALL FOR PAPERS

 MAIN THEMES

• Submissions are welcome on all topics related to interpersonal acceptance-rejection across the lifespan and within diverse 
contexts. Themes (see www.iciar2026.com/topics) may include, but are not limited to:

• Academic and School issues; Acculturation/Immigration; Applied research/practice; Attachment; Benefits of giving 
affection & social support; Biological correlates of perceived acceptance-rejection; Bridging theories; Child abuse and 
neglect; Clinical practice; Cognition/Social Cognition; Corporal punishment; Developmental problems; Ethnicity; 
Evolutionary perspective; Family interaction (including parenting, parenting styles, marital relationships, etc.); Family 
violence (other than child abuse & neglect); Father love; Fear of intimacy ; Forgiveness; Gender/Gender differences; 
Internet use and addiction; Intimate partner acceptance-rejection; Law/legal/courts; Lifespan perspective; Loneliness ; 
Methodological issues; Normal growth and development; Ostracism/Social exclusion; Overview (summary of existing 
research); Parental Alienation; Parenting education; Peer and sibling acceptance-rejection; Psychological and 
behavioral adjustment and maladjustment; Psychological and behavioral control; Rejection sensitivity; Resilience, and 
Coping with rejection; Revenge; Sexuality ; Substance abuse; Teacher acceptance-rejection.

       Types of Contributions: Participants are invited to submit proposals in one of the following formats:

• Oral Presentations

• Poster Presentations

• Symposia (comprising 3–5 coordinated papers on a shared topic)

• Workshop or Roundtable: Authors are strongly encouraged to propose and organise symposia to foster in-depth 
discussion on specific themes of major relevance for current research and clinical practice.
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        REGISTRATION…..: Registration can be completed directly through the Congress website.

• Early Registration deadline: 15 December 2025

• Regular Registration deadline: 15 April 2026

• Details of registration categories and fees are available on the Congress website (www.iciar2026.com).

   VENUE…..: The Congress will be held in Napoli, one of the most fascinating and culturally rich cities in Italy. The 
venue details, accommodation options, and travel information are provided on the website (www.iciar2026.com/congress-
venue).

  FURTHER INFORMATION

• For more information, please visit the official Congress website: www.iciar2026.com or contact the Organising 
Committee at: iciar2026@gmail.com

We look forward to welcoming you to Naples for an inspiring and memorable scientific 
event!

Vincenzo Paolo Senese

President ISIPAR

Chair and Organiser

XI International Congress on Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection

CALL FOR PAPERS
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Help us continue doing groundbreaking 
research with children & families.

Join us in paying tribute to over 65 years of revolutionary work 
advancing the world’s understanding of parent-child relationships.

At the Rohner Center for the Study of Interpersonal Acceptance & 
Rejection, we collaborate with researchers all over the world to study 

interpersonal relationships and their long-term effects

Due to recent budget cuts, the Center is facing challenges in continuing its vital 
global reach. Your donation will help us sustain our work during this difficult time.

Thanks to Ron and Nancy Rohner’s generosity, every gift will be 
matched dollar for dollar up to $25,000—doubling your impact.

Donate today! 
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS CAN BE MADE TO THE UCONN 

FOUNDATION VIA THIS LINK OR THE QR CODE

OFFER VALID UNTIL 
DECEMBER 31, 2025
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Elias Kourkoutas, PhD, PRESIDENT-ELECT
Professor of Psychology

Department of Primary Education, University of Crete, Greece

Elias Kourkoutas (Larissa, Greece) obtained his Master’s and Doctoral degrees in Clinical 

Psychology from the University of Liège, Belgium. He is a Full Professor of Child and Adolescent Disorders 

in the Department of Primary Education at the University of Crete, Head of the Laboratory of Psychology, 

and Co-Head of the Clinical Division of the Hellenic Psychological Society (2018–2025).

He has been an invited professor at numerous European universities and has authored and edited several 

books in English, French, and Greek. His research has been widely published in peer-reviewed journals in 

English, French, Italian, German, and Spanish. Professor Kourkoutas has been a member of the ISIPAR 

Society since 2006 and hosted the 2nd International Conference on Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection in 

Crete (2008). In collaboration with Fatos Erkman, he co-edited the volume Interpersonal Acceptance and 

Rejection: Social, Emotional, and Educational Contexts (Boca Raton, 2011), which included papers presented 

at the Crete conference. 13



Sumbleen Ali, PhD, SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Research Scientist, Rohner Center, University of Connecticut, Storrs, Connecticut; 

Assistant Professor, Department of Human Ecology, State University of New York at 
Oneonta, New York, USA. 

Sumbleen Ali’s work and academic training are centered on investigating the developmental 

outcomes of interpersonal relationships from a behavioral as well as a neuropsychological perspective. Guided 

by IPARTheory, her research with children, adolescents, and adults examines how various social contexts (e.g., 

families and peers) and individual characteristics (e.g., ethnic-racial, gender, and cultural orientations) 

influence psychological adjustment, emotion regulation, cognitive decline in older age, and brain functioning 

using fMRI. Her work seeks to understand the mechanisms underlying these developmental processes and 

aspires to foster optimal human development and improve family functioning across diverse cultural settings. 

Since 2009, Ali has been an active and valued member of the Rohner Center, where her contributions continue 

to advance IPARTheory and the field of human development and family sciences.
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Behire Elif Kuyumcu, PhD, REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE: NORTH AFRICA 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST

Professor of Counseling Psychology
Department of Guidance and Psychological Counseling , Gazi University, Türkiye

Behire Elif Kuyumcu is a faculty member in the Department of Guidance 

and Psychological Counseling at Gazi University, Gazi Faculty of Education in 

Ankara, Türkiye. Between 2014 and 2015, she conducted postdoctoral research 

with Professor Emeritus Ronald P. Rohner at the Ronald and Nancy Rohner 

Center for the Study of Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection. Her research 

focuses on Interpersonal Acceptance-Rejection Theory (IPARTheory), social 

exclusion, coping processes, and the psychological adjustment of children and 

adolescents from divorced families.
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Muhammad Faran, PhD, REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE: SOUTH ASIA
Professor of Psychology

Department of Psychology, Bahira University, Pakistan

Muhammad Faran’s academic training and research focus on quantitative psychology, with 

particular expertise in psychological measurement, data analytics, and advanced statistical modeling for 

understanding human behavior. Guided by interpersonal acceptance-rejection theory (IPARTheory), his work 

explores how interpersonal experiences shape psychological adjustment and well-being across different 

populations. In addition to his theoretical contributions, Faran’s research emphasizes linguistic validation and 

cultural adaptation of psychometric measures used in IPARTheory-based studies, as well as the efficacy of 

translated and adapted versions of Recovery from Rejection: A Manual of Client Handouts for Clinical 

Practice. He earned his PhD in Psychology from the University of the Punjab, Pakistan, and his work 

integrates empirical rigor with theoretical insight, contributing to the advancement of evidence-based 

psychological research and quantitative methodologies in behavioral sciences. 
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David Rising, EdD, REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE: NORTH 
AMERICA

Licensed Psychologist
Cornerstone Family Health/Family Practice Center, Williamsport, PA

David Rising has been a practicing Licensed MA Level Psychologist in the state of 

Pennsylvania for 31 years at Cornerstone Family Health/Family Practice Center in 

Williamsport, PA. Additionally, he has an EdD from Northern Illinois University in 

Counseling. David has taught psychology and counseling courses as an adjunct professor at 

the undergraduate and graduate levels at various educational institutions. Finally, David 

also serves as the co-editor (with Ronald P. Rohner) of the ebook: “Recovery from 

Rejection: A Manual of Client Handouts for Clinical Practice,” 3rd Edition (2023).
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Klara  Saganić, PhD, REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE: EUROPE
Professor of Psychology

Department of Croatian Studies, University of Zagreb, Croatia

Klara Saganić is a psychologist at Faculty of Croatian Studies, 

University of Zagreb, where she teaches statistical and methodological 

courses. Her research focuses on affective coping with parental rejection. She 

is also interested in effects of parental rejection on psychological adjustment 

and romantic relationships in adulthood.  She continues to develop her 

practical skills for working with couples and families through additional 

trainings.
18



NOW ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS FOR REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM:

Central & South Africa
East Asia

Insular Pacific & Australia
Mexico, Central America & the Caribbean

Southeast Asia
South America

Any five members in good standing in ISIPAR may  nominate an additional candidate, providing that their 
nomination is submitted to the Chairperson of the Nomination's Committee 

(Nadia Koltcheva,  nkoltcheva@nbu.bg<mailto:nkoltcheva@nbu.bg>) at least 30 days prior to the 
scheduled date of the elections on MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2026.
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As of November, 2025, Introduction to Interpersonal Acceptance-Rejection Theory 
(IPARTheory) and Evidence has been downloaded 36,535 times by 2,246 

institutions in 174 countries!

Rohner, R. P. (2016. 2021, revised). Introduction to Interpersonal Acceptance-Rejection Theory (IPARTheory) 

and Evidence. Online Readings in Psychology and Culture, 6(1). https://doi.org/10.9707/2307-0919.1055

IPARTheory’s Global Readership

20



21


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: CALL FOR PAPERS
	Slide 11: CALL FOR PAPERS
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

